
 

 

Computing Educators Oral History Project 

Mark Weiss video snippet transcript 
Recorded March 2015 
 

Available both via the ceohp.org website and on CEOHP’s YouTube channel 

https://youtu.be/kVvZn1EQQ2k 

Copyright Statement 

This manuscript is being made available for research purposes only. All literary rights in the 

manuscript, including the right to publish, are reserved to the Computing Educators Oral 

History Project. No part of the manuscript may be quoted for publication, except by the 

interviewee, without the written permission of the Director of the Computing Educators Oral 

History Project. 

Request for permission to quote for publication should be addressed to Barbara Boucher 

Owens, either by email at ceohp@ceohp.org or via postal mail at Computing Educators Oral 

History Project, Southwestern University, P.O. Box 770, Georgetown, TX 78627-0770 USA. 

The request should identify the specific passages to be quoted, describe the anticipated use of 

the passages, and identify the requestor. 

We recommend that this video transcript be cited as follows: 

Weiss, Mark, “SIGCSE leads to AP and being known to neighbors as smart” a video  

interview from 2015, Computing Educators Oral History Project. Online: ceohp.org. 

 

So I am sitting at SIGCSE in 1995, twenty years ago today and there’s a panel on the new AP, 

the changes to the AP.  So they just announced that they were going to move from Pascal, which 

had been around for a while, to C++. Let’s just say that it was not a very popular decision and 

the folks up at the table there were just getting pounded. Person after person, many of whom 

were very known people in the community were up there. I’m, sitting in the back and next to me 

is Gail Chapman with an ETS badge on and I’m going, “Oh, Gail, it’s not going too well is it?” 

And she goes, “No, not really.” I said, “Well, I guess you already did it, but if you need some 

C++ expertise, I just wrote a book on it and be happy to help.” I didn’t think anything would 

come of it and then a few months later, I get an email – they want me to be on the committee. 

Well, to me this was a great thing, it was a great opportunity.  To this day, I wouldn’t say till this 

day, but for many years when I was on the AP committee, or the development advisory 

committee or whatever, I would meet random people at events or whatever, just regular lay 

people, not computer science people, just regular neighbors and stuff like that. They would say, 

“Oh, Mark works on the AP exam! He’s the one who writes it. He must be like the smartest 

person in the world.”  Little did they know. 

 

 


